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Cruise Report } =)

Ship: Princess Cruises, Golden Princess

Dates: 3 January to 17 January 2010

Itinerary: Cruise to Hawaii ex Los Angeles [and return]

Duration: 14 nights

Add-ons: 3 days in Santa Monica pre-cruise and 4 days inMeggms
post-cruise

Introduction ..

This was the third cruise that Robyn and | had taken in arthnperiod between October
2009 and January 2010 and it was, | think, the most enjoyable.

We have been home for about a month now and it's an intergstingss for me when |
revisit the ‘cruise box’ and my journal — | keep notes and @hsens about our travels —
prior to drafting the official Cruise Report.

* the cruise box contains the itinerary informatiafi paperwork associated with the cruise, alkthbits of
paper that you carry home, and very often a fewqgshthat can’t find a home.

We're Off ..

Flights to Los Angeles leave Australia [from various airgateund midday, in order to
arrive early in the morning USA. No airlines fly dirégim Perth accordingly we were
booked on an overnight flight to Melbourne.

The Departure Day countdown had gone well, the new hard shteises were underweight
and there was plenty of space. Hughes collected us at 2t.8@ftrip to the airport.

We checked in however, due to Grey Moment #1, could
only book through to Melbourne. Consequently we had llo
claim our baggage when we arrived at 05.30 and wait until
flight check-in recommenced at 08.30 to actually get rid jof
the bags, finally. !

The Qantas Club, as always, was a great location for a
shower and a change of clothes followed by breakfast, angd

a bit of duty free shopping.
%

The flight left on time, we had emergency exit rows, they " "8
darkened the plane and basically put everyone to sleep 'asap

with a meal followed by a mug of hot chocolate and marshmallNigit, night, sleep tight.

We're there ..

As we landed we saw the famous ‘Hollywood” sign, it was about &ad we were slightly
early, having flown 13 hours straight and having counted down Y&ars Eve [Australian
time] on the plane.




We emerged from the terminal at 8am to find our driveringiior us and were at the Double
Tree Guest Suites, Santa Monica and checked in by 08.30 oecg&mmber, with a second
NYE to come.

Los Angeles / Santa Monica

The decision to stay at Santa Monica was made therastie were in Los Angeles. We
stayed at Century City on that occasion, the Hotel weslient but accessibility was pretty
awful. You couldn’t get anywhere on foot | remember thinking. S@pted to stay on the
beach and it was a great decision.

We could walk to the shopping mall, experience the Santadddtier, catch thelop-On-
Hop-Offbig red bus or just stay in the hotel and enjoy the atmospHhesehotel was packed
to the rafters with folks in town for the Pasadena Rose Bavadde / game between Ohio and
Oregan. [FYI Won by Ohio 26:17]. The correct greeting for aio@upporter is to simply

say O H to which they reply I O and then grin likglly schoolboy, of course.

Some of the highlights of the stay included,
Lunch at the Mariosal Mexican, on the Pier — why does authahitays taste different

Shopped in % Avenue mall, really pleasant

24hr Burn Notice [tv show] marathon- they played 23 o
episodes in a row ! ) *

Trip to Farmers Market — lunch at Brians Pit BBQ, ardy
a pint of London Pride

Walked through Grove shopping centre, celebrity ) #

spotting, and Abercrombie & Fitch [near naked man]

Universal Studios
The day we spent at Universal Studios rates a specialondrgcause we took the VIP Tour.

We were in a group of about 8 people [not counting the 4 Awstsathat managed to
arrive late, get sick, and leave early] with our priddéstess, Justine

We went to the front of every queue and straight into thee/rtheatre etc
We had a private dining room and lunch served by 3 vergtattechefs
We had a private trolley to tour the sound stages, baslasdtfilm lots
We walked on the sets of Desperate Housewives and Ghostéhdrisp
We had reserved seats for sold out shows
We rode the Simpsons ride !
Which for those that don’t know, is a sheer bloody white kackle simulation.




Chris, our driver, delivered us at 10 am and collected G88atpm, in between we were
treated like royalty and it was an absolutely wonderful tag recommended way to visit
Universal Studios.
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Going Cruising ..

Sunday, after a leisurely breakfast, pack the bags andohavast stroll down the mall, itis a
glorious day to go cruising.

In my teens | had visited San Pedro on various vessels kotf&at was a few years ago
accordingly, we had booked Chris to drive us today But Bonetluup.

* Chris had collected us at the airport and driusrio Universal Studios and we had expected hibetthere
today, but we figured that drivers swap jobs etemthey overlap, so no sweat.

As soon as we were underway Boris [may not be his real batrideel that this conveys so
much more about the man’s demeanour than say Rudolph ?] wanted td lwehad agreed
a fare, to which | replied yes and told him how much.

Boris complained bitterly that it wast enough,!He wanted to show me paperwork that
demonstrated he, Boris, deserved more. Things got unpleasaeitaoiy, but we held firm
told him we didn’t care to see any more bits of paper — jasted to be taken to San Pedro
where we would pay the fare, pay the tip, and say goodhethat’'s what happened.

Boarding was fairly painless considering there were some 2686rages's due to arrive,

people were segregated by deck for the paper processing @nd
then issued a group number when they arrived at the boarding
area, and left to watch TV until the number was called. - (

In no time we passed through security, had our cruise picture
taken, found the cabin, unpacked, settled in, worked out
where to go for the Emergency Muster, and went to find a sall " .
away cocktail .. and people behaving with gay abandon.

Sea Days on Board

As all of you must know by nowWe Love Sea Days. and it takes no time at all for us to
settle into our sea day routines;

Walk a Mile: as Robyn had knee surgery in December she really wasmy icoadition
to be pounding the decks but | love to start the day with awa#ik Since the
refurbishment, when they added the adult only Sanctuary and pmdbess eliminated the
walking track, the promenade deck became the preferrédfalethis constitutional.

On the grand class ships you have to climb stairs as you roubdihand on particularly
windy days they close this deck so you oscillate back anl dootund the stern. There was
vigorous competition some mornings to get the best line agmwered.




Breakfast: most days we like to use the buffet for breakfast althougalways try out
the restaurant a couple of times, and it was at dining roorkfastdhat we met Bob and
Meredith.

Short story; Bob & Meredith were on Cruise Critic Boards amgdnised a meet and mingle
on the first sea day, which we missed because we bothtslepgh the appointed time.
When we introduced ourselves at breakfast Meredith recogoisathmes and that as they
say, was all it took. Coincidentally, they were litgrain the next table to us in the dining
room also.

Activities: We don't tend to get heavily involved in organised activjttegood book*
and a nice chair is often enough to keep us occupied for many atleosigh we did go to a
few things that appealed. For example, back stage tour,ngbdkimonstration, taping of the
morning show, a video editing course [that | couldn’t get into — ed i@ book he said 4
days earlier] and of course the Spa was always a favouiRehs.

* We don't buy books any more — we each have anZin&indle. The Kindle is absolutely fantastic aber
Kindle users are attracted like a secret club. @ae who wasn't in the club, asked if it was bigegh to
carry a whole book — | currently have 113 booksl&zh The only thing we miss is actually browsing in
book shops.

A Nice Lunch: The food onboard the ship was generally good although | was often und
whelmed at dinner [the cuisine style was not to my fanchimgtwrong with the quality per
se]. However, there were a couple of little gems thatemlly did enjoy;

0 The grill served an English pub lunch for the first 2 daysea and the last 2 days at
sea, the food was great and they had English beers to, ohgshs !

o On deck 5 of the Piazza [used to be Atrium] they installedw coffee bar and food
servery, plus a new wine bar which offered cheese boardsiahid We had a
couple of lovely lunches where we drank a nice cold bottlehitevaccompanied by
sushi and cheese.

Coffee: We didn't like the standard coffee and bought our morning coftee fine
coffee bar, where it was excellent. They also servedridic McMuffin for breakfast and a
great selection of pastries.

Movies: The big screen on deck is amazing technology because yolat@niinany
time of day and see it from any angle. In the afternoon \Wudayn [sometimes] took a nap |
would wander around and on several days | took in a movie, cawpikt large coke and
popcorn. PS, | also sang along to Mama Mia.

Dinner [and a Show]: We opt for fixed seating when there is a choice. Our experisnce
that a lot of people who use ‘flexitime’ simply try andaitthe same table with the same
waiter anyway, | don't get the fascination. We like to temple and on this trip we met
Paul & Ronnie, and we would typically go to a show together diterer. There was
another couple who were allocated to our table however they nemed up. Their loss

Entertainment: There is an unresolved issue about the time and numbleows shat
are staged, on ships that have both fixed seating andrfiexitining. Invariably the 8.15 pm
show was repeated but the 10.15 show was not. Of course we @kédhma second but not
the first. Notwithstanding, most of the shows were good, the higbntbie mentalist, and the
troupe was switching out so we had 2 groups on board and botvevgrgood.

Our favourite entertainer was Uber Rossi, an acrobat camedio we had seen on the
Azamara Quest and who entertained in the Piazza.deny — where does the balloon go ?

Our least enjoyable was the harmonica player, who they idsistésting as a comedian.
The only joke was that we turned up to see him.




The night we went to the guest talent show [under duress, éneaé show was one of the
cruise staff] they threw 400 odd balloons into the crowd. Taisth be the most fun | ever
saw a room full of adults have. There were balloons asftireaeye could see with hoots
and shrills abounding. Simple yet effective. You may wantrizeraber this tip for your
next family gathering.

Shopping: We visit the shops at least once a day to see what thehawaydragged out
of storage to put on sale. We didn’t buy very often but the Bsecix good for us.

N Formal Nights: | am contemplating drafting a ‘slant’ on the demise of
- correct attire on formal nights. | admit that I'm a bitaodnob when it
e NgER comes to this. | like to dress in accordance with the clodk nice, feel
. = . . .
15 | \ & good and rub shoulders with like minded people.

(7 w“) BUT | know that there are others don't feel this way, and | doinrid if they
: wish to opt out [that’'s what the buffet is for at night, righBUT they don't.
.~~~ They are the ones that wear Hawaiian shirts and thongstithicdrae to the

Captains function for the free beer.

Don't get me started on this.

Weather: The Captain seemed to . ( -
take great delight in telling the passengers that whilgt ~ 2 3
this cruise had the best weather of the season, we were 4 #

still expecting ‘huge swells’ and ‘massive waves'.
Factually he might have been correct however we were | «
on an 110,000 tonne ship and at the end of the day, |we

just rolled a bit. Certainly not what we would call bad
weather.

Question .. it was winter in Hawaii and the weather was potignaserage. Why don’t
they sail this cruise in Summer ?

Port Days

We visited 4 Hawaiian ports on this trip Hilo, Kauagh™ and Maui and elected to do
something each day.

Hilo “the Big Island:

" Today we booked an ATV tour from a ranch, which took us
n(r up a mountain about 1800 metres and back down to sea
level. It was an excellent ride [a group of 12] and because
the ranch was about 50miles from the ship we had a very
pleasant drive through the country side and, as a bonus, an
Hawaiian sing a long with our driver.

" Some of you will recall
I 6 # v that in October when we
! ! were in Hawaii we also
: went on an ATV tour,
during which time Robyn |
[riding in front of me] lost the person in front. Well, no Buc
problem this time, in fact the highlight of Robyn’s day was:
probably when she ran into the man in front of her.

A day on an ATV is always such fun.




Oahu [Honolulu] “the Gathering Place”:

One of the things | wanted to do last time we were iwéia
was to take a helicopter tour, however we never got around
it, accordingly this time we booked it before we left homith w|
Blue Hawaiian Helicopters, in their vespeccigAustralian
term, abr special] eco friendly helicopters.

One of the things you can do now is buy a video of the tripe/sarsampler.

http://www.bluehawaiian.com/oahu/video/

The actual flight took just less than an hour and we circuigaged the island. We can now
say, with hand on heart, that we’'ve been everywhere iluOa

By the way .. In true 6 degrees style .. Sir EltdmJiéew in the very same helicopter the
week before we flew. Although I’'m guessing they gave hinfritiet seat and | was in rear.

Kauai “the Garden Isle™:

This was an exciting day because we wehing the ditch And I'm sure that | need to
explain to most of you exactly what this entailed.

The Ditch:is a waterway / canal that was carved through the voleaado water the sugar
plantations, by Chinese labourers, apparently.

* First they flood the sugar, then they let theavatrain, and then they
repeat the process.

¢ The Ditch that we used was about 2.5 miles long, went
through 5 tunnels and was 80% in darkness — the final tunnel
was in total darkness.

The Tubeis a great big tyre inner tube that you wedge your
bum into as you float down. Glamorous accessories include
hard helmet with light, rubber gloves and diving shoes.

* Most important instruction to remember - Bum Up !

Most of our tour companions were of the sanmaurityas Robyn and |,
and the tour guides [Brooklyn, Shannon and Marty] were wonderfully :
entertaining and capable of telling the wildest porky pies. :

This was an exceptional day of fun !

Maui “the Valley Isle™

Maui seems to be the celebrity hang-out in the Hawaiiands|ebut before we went celebrity
spotting we went whale watching.

The tender picked us up alongside the ship which saved arwgsfing about and returned
us to the dock, enabling us to go and look at the town its&df of course to eat lunch !

The whale watching was, in general, successful. Bearingnd
. that the process seems to be to motor out into an area wher
someone saw a whale come up for air and to hope that he/she
2 does it again. When, surprise surprise, they comeewpys-off

~ that’s the direction you steam next, repeating the provésslid
see some spectacular whale jumping in the distance.

' The island itself is where people like Oprah own property &sd i
cute / quaint / pretty and obviously poser wealthy.




Maui has an abundance of bars and restaurants including “ChegssharParadise” where

we sat looked over the ocean, ate burgers for lunch and dsihkeer. Excellent !!
http://www.cheeseburgerland.com/Cheeseburgerlandibg Page.html

Ensenada “Baja California”:

The most forgettable tour of the trip, in fact | missefdam the first draft of the report.
Ensenada is the place you stop, in order to say that you gdafallSA.

We caught a tour bus — rode for 2 minutes — disembarked —nsald huilding and a few
souvenirs — rode for 2 minutes — went to a wine warehouse anudeshsome Mexican wines
— rode for 2 minutes — spent an hour in the bar districtci®&tand a beer for $5, throw in a
couple of Marguerites for a bit more] where there was afsabundance of advertising for
Senor Viagra —rode for 2 minutes — back at ship !

The Ship

Having been on the Grand Princess previously we were &milth the layout and found our
way around fairly easily. At 110,000+ tonne she is a big ship aviot of people.

I've mentioned a number of the services and facilitiesady, so I'll round it off with the
following comments;

Ship was in good condition, having been in dry dock earlier iyehe

The staff were attentive and obliging, although | have serious slastib whether our
room steward actually understood English or she just smiled at

How hard is it to have ice in our room all day ?

Entertainment system was eternally confused or playingtepewould love to come
across a ship that played good TV programs, for those quiet hours.

Whilst some of the food left me under whelmed, some wesliext !
The cabin had good storage and a nice big veranda.

So How was the Cruise ?

As | said at the beginning of this report, this was the . +
best of the 3 cruises that we took last/this year.

BUT it really has crystallised our thinking about what
we want to do next;

Smaller ship, to meet like minded people
An upmarket product, excellent service and food

No nickel and diming- we’re sick of being asked to -
pay for every extra that the cruise line can think of




Viva Las Vegas

We always said that when we sailed Hawaii, we would gdsto Las
Vegas, so we did, staying for 3 nights and 4 days.

I reckon | literally could write another 8 pages on this partf the
holiday, however | am going to restrain myself and settlddtet points
and pictures. Here we go........

Arrived at the airport — poker machines galore in the teaimi

Stayed at the Bellagio - overlooking the fountains, which | aibesigi
loved, and would watch repeatedly

Met Ray & Saundra and celebrated Ray’¥ B8thday at Paris Las
Vegas

Saw 3 live shows — Bette Middler, with guest star PinRasars
Palace, Phantom of the Opera at the Venetian, and The&ldgrat the
Mandalay Bay

We were serenaded in a gondola in the canals at theigfehetel

Ronnie and Paul were seated about 4 rows in front of us at the
Phantom, so we joined forces and after the show we had @dinSer
Marks square

Accepted an invitation to see an advanced screening o aciadity
TV show — and were paid $10 US for the experience

Watched a wedding on the pavement in front of the hotel, as the
fountains danced

Rode the hop on — hop off bus the length and breadth of thesstdp,
most of the time we had the bus to ourselves

Was staggered at the construction of the new Fontainebl8@o
complete when the GFC happened - they downed tools and walkgd a
similarly there were skeletons of buildings that had hardiybe
construction

Ate at the Bellagio buffet for lunch — an excellent sébecteven
greater than onboard any ship we’ve sailed on

Offered and accepted a 2pm checkout [at no extra charge]

Checked in to go home and, whereas we were entitled toc2ses
each and only had 1 each, we were still charged $50 iiog be
overweight, by Qantas [via AA] god love them

Flew into a whopper of a storm from Las Vegas to LAX, dm=d t
hostiesdidn’t even undo their seat belts

Flew to Melbourne on the new Qantas A380 — complete with about
500 other people. | am continually amazed that a planeso$ite can
fly for 16 hours non-stop [and take 2.5hrs longer than the othetiding

Melbourne customs and quarantine painfully slow but we made the
connections with time to spare and onto Perth

Collected by Hughes and delivered home, again




